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A DICTATOR RESIGNS 


, FTER a little more than fifteen 
AA months in office, Egypt’s Prime Min- 
ster and Dictator, Mohammed Pasha 


Mahmud, has resigned voluntarily—some 
twenty-one months before the date orig- 
inally set for the termination of the spe- 
cial régime he inaugurated a year ago 
last June. When Parliamentary govern- 
ment was suspended at that time, the 
Prime Minister announced that he would 
conduct a “business government” for 
three years. His recent success in nego- 
tiating an agreement with the British 
Foreign Office, however, has caused Mo- 
hammed Pasha to decide in favor of an 
immediate return to Parliamentary gov- 
ernment, for the sake of establishing 
Anglo-Egyptian relations on a treaty basis 


with the consent of the elected repre- 
sentatives of the people. 
Adly Pasha Yeghen, the new Prime 


Minister, is in a better position than nis 
predecessor to carry out the forthcoming 
elections. He headed a coalition govern- 
ment in 1926-1927 and is still on friendly 
terms with the extreme Nationalists, or 
Wafdists, on the one hand and with the 
supporters of Mohammed Pasha Mahmud 
on the other. Had the latter attempted to 
hold the elections himself, it is more than 
li] that the Wafdists would have re- 


kely 
fused to consider the proposals for an 
Anglo-Egyptian treaty on their own 
merits but would have put their main 
effort into an attack on the Prime Min- 
ister for having suspended the Constitu- 
tion. Meanwhile the proposals themselves 
might have received short shrift. 


Even under the leadership of Adly 
Pasha their fate is quite uncertain. There 
is still a desire on the part of the Wafd 
to punish Mohammed Pasha for his 


“usurpation of office” by rejecting in its 
present form the proposed agreement 
which he regards as one of his greatest 
achievements. Nevertheless it is acknowl- 
edged, even by extreme Wafdists, that the 
proposals he brought home with him from 
London represent by far the best offer 
Great Britain has yet made to Egypt. 


Mr. Arthur Henderson, the British 
Foreign Minister, has indicated to Mo- 
hammed Pasha that his government is 
willing to terminate the military occupa- 
tion of Egypt. This subject, it will be 
remembered, was the chief stumbling- 
block in the way of Egypt’s acceptance of 
the treaty negotiated in 1927 by Sarwat 
-asha. At that time ten years was named 
as the period during which British troops 
were to be retained in Egypt. Now it is 
suggested that they be withdrawn as 
soon as the Egyptian government is able 
to furnish suitable quarters in the Suez 
Canal Zone for certain detachments which 
are to be maintained there. The latter are 
not to constitute in any way an army of 
occupation; they are to be used solely for 
the protection of British lines of commu- 
nication. 

Other important features of the new 
situation are Great Britain’s offer to sup- 
port Egypt’s application for membership 
in the League of Nations; to use its in- 
fluence to secure modification of the extra- 
territorial privileges of foreigners; to en- 
trust to Egypt full responsibility for pro- 
tecting the lives and property of foreign- 
ers and minority populations; and to en- 
ter into an alliance with Egypt. In case 
of war or the menace of war Egypt is to 
afford Great Britain all the facilities and 
assistance in its power. British military 
officers, under the proposed agreement, 


would be withdrawn from the Egyptian 
army, although a British military mission 
would still be available to render advice. 
For at least five years the Egyptian gov- 
ernment would retain the services of 
Europeans in the city police, and there- 
after might enjoy the assistance of British 
experts in reorganizing the police force. 

The willingness of the Labour govern- 
ment to go further toward meeting Egyp- 
tian wishes now than it did in 1924 is due 
in part to Mohammed Pasha’s success in 
developing an efficient administration in 
Egypt during the period of the recent 
dictatorship. Crime has been reduced, 
useful public works undertaken and the 
people taught to take a greater interest 
in the consistent development of the coun- 
try than in political agitations of the 
moment. The British concessions, how- 
ever, are also due to a realization on the 
part of Mr. MacDonald’s government that, 
as the British Prime Minister stated to 
the League Assembly, it is wisest to 
recognize the desires of Egyptians while 
there is still time to do it “with honor and 
self-respect.” 


E. P. M. 


Dr. Gustav Stresemann 


HE death of Dr. Gustav Stresemann 
has come at a time when Germany 


can ill spare its Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. It is more than unfortunate that 
the great statesman should not have lived 
to see the consummation of his six years’ 
work toward European reconciliation. 
London, Locarno, Geneva, Paris, The 
Hague—these he regarded as milestones 
in the progress toward peace. The prin- 
ciples for which the first three stood were 
ratified only after a terrific struggle with 
opposing forces in Germany. There was 
still some doubt as to what action the 
Reichstag would take upon the further 
principles formulated at Paris and The 
Hague when the Foreign Minister’s un- 
timely death occurred. What effect his 
sudden passing will have on the ratifica- 
tion of the Young plan it is too soon to 
predict, but it seems not unlikely that it 
will serve to lessen opposition and that 
the Reichstag will approve his last great 
work—the settlement of the reparation 
question and the evacuation of the Rhine- 
land. Asa result of Dr. Stresemann’s un- 
ceasing efforts, the German People’s party 
—of which he was the leader—has pledged 
itself to support the Young plan and has 
denounced the agitation carried on against 
it by Dr. Hugenberg and the Nationalists. 

During the days just before Dr. Strese- 
mann’s death, a purely domestic political 
struggle over the reform of the unem- 
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ployment insurance law threatened t 
wreck the present Coalition governmen: 
and to endanger the ratification of the 
Young plan. It was due almost solely ¢ 
the Foreign Minister’s efforts that a com- 
promise was effected which enabled the 
restive People’s party to remain in the 
Miller government; the negotiations on 
this subject, however, precipitated his 
final illness. Dr. Curtius, Minister of 
Economic Affairs in the Miiller Cabinet 
and a member of the People’s party, has 
temporarily taken over the portfolio of 
. slain 
Foreign Affairs. M.S. W. 


Stresemann: The Man and the Statesman, by 
Rochus, Baron von Rheinbaben. (Translate: 
from the German by Cyrus Brooks and Hans 
Herzl.) New York, D. Appleton and Compan 
1929. 
An objective account of the career 

many’s great middle-class statesman. 


J. Ramsay MacDonald, Labor’s Man of 
by H. Hessel Tiltman. New York. 
A. Stokes Company, 1929. 

An authorized biography of the British Prime 
Minister, with full appendices containing the text 
of important addresses from 1899 to the election 
campaign of 1929. 
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